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� On Friday, Octo-
ber 9, the awards for Em-
ployee Excellence were 
given for this year’s stel-
lar members of the Ybor 
Campus family. 

 The awards, now in their fourth year, celebrate 
employee contributions made across the college. Each 
campus has its winners, and from the pool containing the 
names of all the individual campus winners, college-wide 
awards will be given during All College Day. 

 EAP Professor Michael Massey was honored in 
the faculty category. Child Development Associate Eunice 
Williams was honored in the staff category. Helen 
Gutierrez, who also works as executive assistant to HCC 
President Gwendolyn Stephenson, was honored in the ad-
junct faculty category.  

 Congratulations to our winners! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Service awards were given to employees to com-
memorate significant anniversaries with the college. For 
photos of all those present for their awards, please see 
page 4. 
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Library in Focus 

 

� The Ybor City Campus library recently held two events 
of note. The first was the open house, which was themed 

“Information Lighting the 
Way.”   Pictured below  
Learning Resources Tech 
Carolyn Strickland takes 
time to pose with a student.  

     The other event cele-
brated the anniversary of 
the United States Constitu-
tion. Library staff handed 
out pocket copies of the 
constitution to student, set 
up a PowerPoint presenta-

tion, and sponsored a crossword puzzle contest to get students 
interested in some of the history 
of the United States and some 
of the events associated with 
the writing of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.   

 We all should remem-
ber to  thank a librarian and a 
library staff member whenever 
we can for all the hard work 
they do. 

Student Success Seminars 
  

 Each semester, Judy 
Nolasco organizes seven 
seminars to help students 
navigate through the college 
(and life) experience. These 
seminars cover everything 
from classroom manners to 
writing papers to indentifying 
the pillars for success. So far 
this semester, about 250 stu-
dents have taken advantage of 
these seminars.  

 The faculty are very supportive and try to encourage 
their students to come by offering them extra credit. Some re-
quire students to write a summary or a reflection about what they 
have learned. Some even bring their whole classes. To make 
attendance possible for students with varied schedules, Judy 
schedules some during regular class times during both day and 
evening hours. 

 Some students report 
that they go to the seminars be-
cause they are interested and like 
the certificates and recognition 
they get  when they attend four or 
more per semester. Those who 
attend at least four also get a 
plaque and a lunch or pizza party 
in the fall. The plaques are pre-
sented in the spring during the 
Student Excellence Awards. 
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     Yet again, Dr. 
Luz Lono and the 
Hispanic Heri-
tage Committee 
have assembled 
a fabulous cele-
bration. This 

year, eight separate events were planned to allow 
faculty, staff, and students to experience the rich 
Hispanic heritage, including a presentation on Salvador Dali, an 
art exhibit on Juan Pacheco and the Ancient Peruvian City of 

Caral, a po-
etry recital, 
the always 
popular (and 
especially 
fantastic this 
year) Latin 
Fiesta, the 
Hispanic 
travelogue, 
and two the-
atrical 
pieces: A 

Chat with Jose 
Marti, and 
Blood Wed-
ding .  

     As always, 
the festivities 
are conta-
gious. During the performance at the Fiesta, 
singers Marina and Guillo Orozco (pictured at 

left) broke into a performance of “I Will Survive” that brought 
many in the crowd to their feet and to the makeshift dance floor 
on the Ybor Patio. Those who resisted that song had to surrender 
when  “The Elec-
tric Slide” began.  

     The pans filled 
with chicken and 
yellow rice, fritta-
tas, and flan emp-
tied, as hungry 
revelers sampled 
the delicious cui-
sine. 

     Great fun! 
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Getting involved: a student offers 
insight during a seminar on class-
room manners. 

Cynthia Brady and her assistants 
before a presentation. 



Pictured at 
right are the 
international 
students who 
are here to 
attend school 
and learn 
about the 
United States 
and its cul-
ture. Some of 
them can be 
seen in the photo below playing dress up with Professor 
Shelly Stein.�

 Goodbye, Kim  

 As some of you 
may already know, Kim Wil-
liams has resigned her posi-
tion as a history professor to 
begin a new chapter  in her 
life as a member of the 
United States State Depart-
ment Diplomatic Corps.  

 Kim’s change of job 
is just the beginning: she recently completed adoption proceed-
ings for baby Cassi, and on July 2, she was married . She is pic-
tured here (L to R) with daughter Cassi, new husband David, 
stepson Joshua, and the person who officiated at the ceremony. 
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� Rain could not spoil the fun of this annual celebration, 
now in its third year. Organizer David Audet assembled another 
wonderful festival, which celebrated poetry, music, and visual 
arts. Held inside the Ybor Performing Arts Building—with shows 
in the black box theater, 
the main stage theater, 
and the art gallery, the 
festivities spilled into 
the lobby and hallways. 
In fact, some people 
reported that the festi-
val had a more intimate 
feel because of its 
change of venue.  

 This year’s 
festival, which ran on 
September 12th and 13th, in-
cluded a tribute to local author,  

 

 

 

 

 

playwright, and 
poet Susan 
Hussey, a presen-
tation by New York 
Times writer John 

Leland,  a trib-
ute to Three 
Birds Bookstore 
and the Ybor art 
scene of the ‘80s 
and ‘90s,  and 
many wonderful 
performances by local poets, singer/songwriters, and actors.  

 Special thanks go to David Audet and the Artists and 
Writers Group, Inc., for another exciting festival, another one 
of the many things that make the Ybor City  campus truly spe-
cial.�

Public speaking professor, Dr. Shelly Stein, 
(bottom right) played dress up with some of the 
international students in the theatre prop and 
wardrobe booth. 
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 We are undeniably a presence 
in Ybor City. Our faculty, staff, and stu-
dents represent a major economic force 
in this area. And many of our 
neighbors, realizing that, have special 
offers to entice us to their doorsteps.  

 

TRIBECA COLOR SALON  

 Soon, there will be another. 
Tribeca Color Salon, owned by former 
HCC Ybor art student Brandon Wagner, 
will open its doors by next month in 
Centro Ybor in the space formerly occu-
pied by Victoria’s Secret.  

 To celebrate and to invite us to 
visit, Brandon is offering the first hair 
cut free to any HCC Ybor faculty or staff 
member who schedules with a Tyro 
stylist (This part is important, so re-
member to mention it when you call for 
an appointment). Additionally, those of 
you who want to try life as a blonde, 
brunette, or redhead will get ten percent 
off on color services.  

 If you have an appointment at a 
time when it’s difficult to find parking on 
campus (HAH!), remember to use the 
valet service; the salon will validate 
parking.  

 This offer will end on February 
27, 2010, so you have plenty of time to 
welcome a new business to our area 
and get a great discount too. You can 
call 242-4080 to make an appointment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STREETCAR CHARLIE’S  

 Located at 
the corner of 15th 
Street and 8th 
Avenue, this res-
taurant provides a 
very special incen-
tive for HCC em-
ployees to visit: Buy-one-get-one-free 
lunch deals until 5:00pm.  

 With a varied menu, good 
prices, and plenty of room, Charlie’s is 
a great destination for informal meet-
ings and planning sessions. It’s a great 
way to get away without having to go 
too far. 

 

THE TILE MAN 

 Anthony Simmons, who 
moonlights as a bartender at Streetcar 
Charlie’s, will give a 15% discount on 
tile installation or repair. You can con-
tact him at this email address: 

TheTileManTampa@aol.com.  
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 Carolyn Kossar began work-
ing at HCC as the Art Gallery Coordi-
nator in July 2000. Before 
moving to Tampa, she 
worked for over ten years 
at the Art and Culture 
Center of Hollywood, 

Florida, as Administrative Assistant, Facility 
Manager, and 
lastly as the 
Art School 
Director. Caro-
lyn’s arts ad-
ministration experience 
also includes Membership 
Director and Operations 
Manager at ArtServe in Ft. 
Lauderdale, a resource 
center and incubator for 
non-profit organizations in 

Broward County. 

 While she has 
secured many different 
exhibits, she reports 
that she has thoroughly 
enjoyed all of the ex-
hibits we’ve had in the 
gallery, but her favor-
ites include Susan 
Livingston’s ceramic/
fossil bone creations, 
Huong Van Bui’s instal-
lation, Tobey Archer’s 
fiber optic meditative chamber, Jerry Uelsmann/Maggie 
Taylor’s photos in “Just Suppose,” and the sculpture exhib-
its by Kendra Frorup and Roger Chamieh.  

 Carolyn does a lot of research on exhibits such as 
the current presentation by Juan Pacheco on The Ancient 

City of Caral. She says 
that she learns so much 
through the diversity of 
the exhibits selected; it 
is a challenge to keep 
up with artists’ back-
grounds and historical 

perspectives  in-
volved, as well as  
new trends in the 
arts. She loves 
Native American art and culture, and will be bringing 
a wonderful show begin-
ning November 3, 
“Snake Dance Moon,” 
by three Native artists 
from New Mexico that 
she met in her travels 

there. She is also looking for-
ward to a Student/Instructor 
Drawing exhibit that comes up 
in February, and the Annual 
Juried Student Exhibit that will 
be presented in April. 

 As for the new 
space that opened fol-

lowing the 
completion of 
the renova-
tions on the 
YPAB, she 
think artists 
really enjoy 
the unique 
architectural 
qualities of 
the gallery 
space. So 

does she. Although the 
square-footage is not  
grand, the  20’ ceiling 
height encourages art-
ists to construct large, site specific installations. 

Carolyn Kossar:  

An Eye for Art �


