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HCC Dale Mabry Campus Child Development Center 
Earns First Level 5 Designation for Hillsborough County
Tampa – Under the Early Learning Coalition of Hillsborough County’s newly reorganized quality rating system, Quality Counts for Kids (QCK), childcare centers can voluntarily participate in an evaluation process which allows early childhood programs the opportunity to demonstrate the quality learning environment they provide.
The HCC Dale Mabry Child Development Center (CDC) was the first program in Hillsborough County to receive the highest level attainable—a Level 5 Designation.  As such, QCK will award up to $5,200 to the CDC to maintain its Level 5 status and continue to improve and maintain the center’s quality programs.
Since its inception in 2001 as a teaching lab school, the Dale Mabry CDC represents a working model of innovative early childhood practices.  The mission of the CDC is to provide quality, accessible, affordable childcare for HCC students, staff, and faculty, while providing exemplary lab experience to students in early childhood education, psychology, education, and health fields.

In addition to attaining high Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale (ECERS) scores for their learning environment, the CDC also demonstrated their high quality programming through curriculum, family engagement, program administration, ratio and group size, screening, and staff qualifications.  All staff has a minimum of a Child Development Associate certification, and they are continually updating their education to attain associate, bachelor, and master’s degrees in early childhood education fields.

The Dale Mabry CDC is currently accepting enrollment reservations for Voluntary Prekindergarten that will begin in the fall 2009 semester.  For more information, contact Center Coordinator Terri Fernandez at 813.356.1603.
Hillsborough Community College serves more than 43,000 students annually on campuses on Dale Mabry Highway in Tampa and in Plant City, Ybor City, Brandon, and Ruskin.  Hillsborough Community College is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.

