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� Twelve years ago, Judy Nolasco began working as 
an adjunct instructor, working both as a regular campus 
adjunct and for HCC’s dual enrollment program. In 2000, 
she began working for Dean Jack Evans as Assistant to 
the Dean Of AS and Technical Programs, a position she 
held for eight years. In September of 2003, Judy began 
work as a full-time English faculty. In May of 2008, she be-
came the Academic Assistant to the Ybor City Campus 
President. After serving on dozens and dozens of commit-
tees, organizing student success seminars, scheduling and 
supervising winter intersession classes, captaining the 
Heart Walk team, writing The Ybor Spotlight, and generally 
garnering experience in as many ways as possible, Judy 
will be leaving the Ybor City Campus to become the Dean 

of Academic Af-
fairs at the South-
Shore Campus. 

 During its 
December 1 
meeting, the 
Board of Direc-
tors approved 
Judy’s new ad-
ministrative posi-
tion, and she’ll be  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

starting work just in time to get ready for the Spring term. 
Before she leaves, however, she has to tend to our inter-
session. Judy, who will be completing her doctorate in 
May, reports that her commute to work will be a little 
shorter now. You’ll be missed, Judy! 
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 Judy is not the only one head-
ing to SouthShore by way of Ybor. 
Math Professor Lee Koratich will join 
the campus’s full-time faculty. Lee has 
been at the Ybor Campus as a full-
time temporary for the past year and a 
half. During his time here, Lee has 
been actively involved in Phi Theta 
Kappa, the United Way, and the book 
club. Way to go, Lee! �
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 The 2008-2009 publications year has been a ban-
ner period for the Hillsborough Community College Student 
Publications! In October, the Associated Collegiate Press 
(ACP) announced the 2008 Galeria was a nominee for the 
Pacemaker Award. The Magazine Pacemaker  awards 
honor general excellence in collegiate magazines and are 
divided into two categories: Feature and Literary maga-
zines. This year, the Feature magazines were judged by 
Wired Magazine of San Francisco and the Literary maga-
zines were judged by the American Poetry Journal. The 

Galeria is one of two community college publications in the 
nation nominated for this prestigious award. 

 The Florida Community College Press Association 
(FCCPA) annual conference was held at the Ocala Hilton 
in Ocala, Florida from October 21-23, 2009. The FCCPA 
awarded the 2008 Triad first place in the General Excel-
lence Award. The purpose of the Florida Community Col-
lege Press Association is to bring students and advisers 
into an organization whose aims are to provide a common 
ground for discussion of matters of mutual interest; obtain 
the best thinking on problems in mass communications and 
to share this thinking; promote a broad understanding of 
the role of advisers and assist them in gaining recognition 
as leaders in the campus community; provide responsible 
guidance to student publications to ensure their growth as 
a medium for the education of future citizens of a free soci-

ety; and provide continuity of advisory leader-
ship to Florida Community College Press 
Association (FCCPA) in a real spirit of coop-
eration and assistance. The Triad unseated 
Miami-Dade’s Miambiance as the state’s top 
literary magazine for the first time this dec-
ade! The Hawkeye newspaper also garnered 
to individual first place awards!�

 Congratulations to the Hillsborough 
Community College students for receiving 
these prestigious awards! The Hawk Media 
Club is sponsored by Dr. Richard F. Gaspar, 
Dr. Janice Sumner and Ms. Valerie Zell. 

 

Coach  
of the  

Year 
 

 HCC Ybor 
City Campus Math 
Professor Terry 
Varvil, who 
coaches at East 
Bay High School 
for the girls basket-
ball team, has 
been the head coach for the past six years. Last year, he 
won Western Conference Coach of the Year for the 2008-
2009 season.  It is an award voted on by the coaches 
in his division. Terry says that it is a great honor to receive 
this award because it is awarded by his peers.  

 When he took over the program, the team aver-
aged about three wins a season.  This past year, the team 
celebrated its first winning season in fifteen years and is 
averaging about ten wins a season.  Under Terry’s direc-
tion, the team broke eight school records and had the 
Western Conference Player of the Year also.  Great job! 

Future Student 

 

Proud new grandma 
Norma Caltagirone 
holds new grandson 
Keller. Keller’s sister 
Cate is a student in the 
Ybor City CDC.  

Future Student Too 

Here is Manuel “Manny” 

David Gaspar, son of Dr. 
Richard Gaspar, Ybor City 
Campus Reading professor 

and communica-
tions program 
manager. Manny 
looks so cute in 
his birthday suit.  
Welcome to this 
world! 



 In October, another Dress for Success event was 

held in the Ybor Room, thanks to a partnership between 

our Career Center and Dress for Success Tampa Bay. This 
organization helps provide people with clothing that can be 

worn for interviews or jobs.  

 According to Career Center Manager Alisa Keaton, 

the partnership with Dress for Success Tampa Bay began 

at the Ybor City Campus and has spread to other cam-
puses. Thanks go to Dress for Success Tampa Bay Direc-

tor Katie McGill.  

 At left is an open letter about the event. 

Special Discounts!  

Free Stuff! 

 New businesses are mov-
ing in to the area, and they want 
us. Joffrey’s Coffee & Tea Com-
pany has opened its doors in 
Centro Ybor and offers a 5% dis-
count to all HCC employees. 
Owner Jessica Valdes welcomes phone-in orders (247-
4600), so food and drink can be waiting for pickup. 

 What used to be Victoria’s Secret is now Tribeca 
Color Salon. HCC employees can call (242-4080) to make 
an appointment for a free hair cut with a Tyro level stylist 

until the end of February. 
It’s a quick walk to a nice 
new do!  

 Both of these busi-
nesses are happy to be 
part of our extended Ybor 
family. 

Please  

Play Me 

The familiar 
melodies of 
“Chopsticks” 
and “Heart and 
Soul” have 
been drifting 
through Ybor 
City because of 
an interactive 
art installation that is sponsored by the GaYbor District 
Coalition. Ten pianos have been placed around Ybor 
City, all outdoors and all accessible to the public 24/7.   

 This piano is located outside the YFAC building. 
Each piano has been decorated in its own style by artists 
and is ready to be played by anyone who wants to tickle 
the ivories. Our campus piano features a closed-circuit 
television and a camera, a cowbell, and attached sheet 
music. The ten pianos will be on display until January 
10th and are ready to be played by anyone.  

Dear Ms. Alicia Keaton & Dress for Success Program, 

 

We students get so caught up with class assignments, our per-

sonal life and work that we may forget to thank the people who 

help us through it all. So, I would like to thank a few people that 

have touched my life recently.  

 I want to thank Ms. Alicia Keaton for the personal inter-

est she took in me. Ms. Keaton thank you for the encouragement 

you gave me all throughout my college experience. You have 

always commended me for my good performance while on my 

work-study at the Office of Disabilities.  You have faith in me, 

and it shows! I also want to thank you for the recommendation to 

a program you have offered so many students to take advantage 

of “Dress for Success.” Well let me tell you Ms. Keaton, I had a 

wonderful experience with Dress for Success.  

 The volunteer treated me like a princess! She catered 

to me and helped me feel special. I hope she knows how special 

SHE is! I hope to see her again. What a wonderful, wonderful 

woman she is. While I was in the dressing room, she kept bring-

ing me things to try on. She has good taste by the way (giggle). I 

told her that I am serving on an internship and need to be well 

dressed. The clothing along with her kindness makes me very 

confident and sharp. I feel like ‘Angel is back’. My good perform-

ance on my internship has a lot to do with being dressed so pro-

fessionally. 
Thank you, 

Angel Cirasuolo 



CJSA October 22 nd Membership Event  
Was a Total Success 

 

 On October 22nd, our HCC Criminal Justice Stu-
dent Association (CJSA)-Ybor City Campus- hosted our 
first Membership Event of the year at the YPST building 
having a big turnout as a result. 

 The main goal was to give existing and new mem-
bers the opportunity to network with other students as well 
as professors in the field and also to get a better under-

standing of the differ-
ent branches of the 
Criminal Justice Sys-
tem. 

 With the hard 
work and enthusiasm 
of our CJSA Board 
members, particularly 
Bobbie Barnes, who 
was designated to or-
ganize this event, we 

had the participation of over fifty attendees, Board 
members, Faculty Advisors -Dr. Reichard, Dr. Neil, 
and Professor. Haber-, and five speakers: Dr. 
Driggers, Dr. Reuter, Mr. Vasquez, Mr. Bush, and 
Professor Croissant -all of them with extensive 
background in the areas of Corrections, Law, 
Homeland Security, Counter Terrorism and Army, 
Investigations, and Security. 

 Participants also enjoyed free food and 
beverages catered by Sodexo and deserts pro-
vided by Bobbie Barnes and Daniela Mendez. We 
also had a professional photographer, Kendra 
Velasco, who kindly volunteered her services for 
this event. 

 

Towards 
the end, 
we  had a 
raffle with 
six win-
ners. The 
prizes 
were 
three free 
oil 
changes 
(donated 
by Tomer Kol and Jessica Roan), a $50.00 nail-salon gift 
card (donated by Jessica Roan), and men’s and women’s 
Sterling-silver bracelets 18grams (men) 22grams (women) 
(donated by Florida Estate Jewelry and Pawn -Ralph Bar-
nes-).  

 The CJSA Board thanks all parties that made this 
event possible, as well as attendees, and will continue 
working to ensure more events like this will take place in 
the near future. 
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Congratulations 
go to the CARE 
Committee for 
this year’s effort. 
The Ybor Cam-
pus family came 
together and do-
nated 1,665 
pounds of food 
and $70 in gift 
cards and cash 

to donate to Metropolitan Ministries so that lots of less for-
tunate folks will be able to have nice meals this holiday 
season.  

 The committee consisted of Ben Whiteside, 
Tammy Smalley,  Zachary Cronin, Mindy Neal, Sheila Mer-
chant, Katen Amin, Terri Wright, and Judy Nolasco. The 
committee sends out special thanks to Phi Theta Kappa 
advisors Lee Koratich and Jana Bielecki, Campus Services 
Supervisor Rick Still, facilities worker Amos Jones, and 
James Snapp and his law enforcement cadets for helping 
to load the truck. �


