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president Shawn Robinson
tied the knot during an out-
ldgor demony in Lakeland
on December 13. This pho-
tograph captures the happy
coupled Shawn and
parents |
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Moving Day
After more than 35
years at HCC, sociology pro-
fessor Margie Jefferson is re-
tiring.

When Margie came to
HCC in 1975, the average
price of a new car was just
over $4K, the cost of gas was
$.44 a gallon, and the Dow
Jones Industrial Average was
in the mid-800s. Not everything was so different, though:
the unemployment rate in the U.S. was a little more than 9
percent, and the president (Gerald Ford) admitted that we
were in a recession.

Margie has been a force on the campus for a long
time, and she will be missed by her colleagues and stu-
dents.

Good luck, Margie!

What else happened in 1975?

e Ex-Teamsters boss Jimmy Hoffa disappears,
never to be seen again.
o Bill Gates and Paul Allen develop a BASIC
program for the Altair 8800.
e The

namesd@dMi carbbecomes a r ed

e Muhammad Ali beat Joe Frasier in the
AThrilla in Manill ao
e Popular films of the year included Jaws,
The Towering Inferno, The Godfather Il, and Funny Lady.

e ThefimOne Fl ew Over thws Cuc

Awarded a rare Academy Awards sweep: best film, director, ac-
tor, actress, and screenplay.

Information from www.thepeoplehistory.com
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Hawk Cards are Here

During the last week of February, the Ybor Room
was transformed into a one-stop Hawk Card production
center. Students, faculty, and staff could stop
in and leave a few minutes later with the 1
brand new Hawk Card, which will serve as an |
identification card, prepaid card, and discount
card all in one.

In ad-
dition to allow-
ing students to
® add money to
# the card for
cash-free transactions in the

Ready for his close-up: a
student has his photo
taken for his card.

cafeteria and bookstores, &

this card will be required to ¥

access all on-line library
sources.

Soon, stu-
dents will be
able to use the
card to make
purchases
from vending
machines, so there will be no more digging for
quarters or trying again (and again) to feed
that wrinkled old dollar bill into the machine to

Satisfied customers with their new
cards.

get a soda.

Before it all started, there was a parking lot (with
limited access for HCCers) and some lovely shade trees;
soon there will be a new home for student services, a mod-
ern, green-certified building with lots of natural light and
moveable walls.

The groundbreaking ceremony for the Student Ser-
vices Building was on December 3, 2008. Board of Trus-
tees member Thomas Huggins, then-SGA President
Oswald Shodeinde, HCC President Gwendolyn Stephen-
son, Ybor City Campus President Shawn Robinson, and
Ybor Dean of Student Services Linda Herlocker lined up to

take the first scoops of dirt, beginning the transformation of
the property.

The building took shape quickly, but then the prob-
lems began. Designed to be four stories high, the building
would eventually lose its top floor because it violated
height limits set
by the Barrio F '
Latino Commis-
sion, which is
charged with
the responsibil-
ity of preserv-
ing the historic
feel of the com-
munity.
Changes were made to
the design, and the
construction com-
menced.
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Pictured at left is the
first floor information
desk, where guests will
be welcomed.

At right is the Palm Avenue
view of the building. Note
the changes from the origi-
nal renderings.

photographs of the
first floor lobby area.
Note the square cov-
ers on the floor; they
will be the self-help
kiosks, where stu-

At left is the third
floor corridor,
where the testing
center, orientation
room, and multi- dents can use com-
purpose rooms will puter stations to ac-

. 4
be located. Note cess services they
the open feeling need.

and the natural
light of the build-

ing.

Pictured at right and below are
two different views of the sec-
ond floor, which will house
advising, counseling, admis-
sions, financial aid, a triage
area to point students to the
appropriate assistance, and
the office of the Dean of Stu-
dent Services Linda Herlocker.

Below, a workman cuts
pipe. The building is teem-
ing with people who are
putting the finishing
touches on it.

The photograph above, taken
from the third floor overlook,
shows the abundance of glass,
making for good views and natu-
ral light.




On Being an International Student Mentor

By Speech Professor Shelly Stein

This year it has been my pleasure to mentor Ms. Khosi
Ncube, a delightful young woman from the Republic of South
Africa. Ms. Ncube (Nc-make a tsk sound with your teeth, - oo-
bay), is attending classes at HCC Ybor City for one year as part
of the Community College Initiative (CCI) program. In addition to
her studies, Khosi is here to serve as a student-ambassador for
her country and to learn about our government, society, and cus-
toms.

The Community College Initiative (CCI) program started
in Academic Year 2007. Prospective students submit applica-
tions the U.S. Embassy in their home country or the Fulbright

Commission and then are inter-
viewed by a panel. Students
vary in age, but most are in
their 20s and may not have
more than a high school di-
ploma. According to Jodie Hal-
ler, Project Coordinator for the
CCI program, the ideal candi-
date is someone who is under-
served and who would not oth-
erwise have the opportunity to
come to the United States to
further his or her education.
Some candidates may not be
able to afford further education in their home country.

According to Ms. Haller, the goals of the mentoring pro-
gram are to provide a fAhome
tional students, a safe environment to share concerns, ask ques-
tions, and to provide another source of learning about American
culture, particularly the family setting. The main thing that | do as
a mentor is try to support my student, Khosi Ncube, by acting as
a sounding board and advisor when the need arises. | believe my
role in the relationship is somewhat like an aunt (the cool aunt)
although she calls me @momo.

Khosi 6s academic goal i s
ness. In addition to extracurricular activities coordinated by the
CCI program, Khosi learns about leadership, democracy, and
the social norms of our country. Mike Rabaut, a computer sci-
ence faculty member here at Ybor City, leads a seminar on
these topics each Friday and requires the international students
to post a critical comparison of the United States and their
counties based on each week©os

Khosi says she is doing better in some classes than in
others and that she would like to extend her stay in the US if
possible. She lives in a nice apartment near campus with
roommates from Turkey, Brazil, and Guatemala. Four male
international students live just upstairs which provides Khosi
with a sense of security.

Khosi is a good cook since that was one of her duties
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at home. She misses the way the food tastes back at home and
wishes she could find a church that is similar to what she at-
tended at home. Like many of the international students, Khosi
loves to shop. To her credit, she has figured out how to get from
Ybor City to the DSW (shoe warehouse) on Dale Mabry via public
transportationd it takes 2 bus transfers.

Myria Evans who teaches biology at the Dale Mabry
campus hosted Khosi and some friends for Thanksgiving. On
Black Friday, Myria watched Disney movies in her car while the
international students and her teenage daughter spent the day
shopping. What dedication that shows for both the students and
helping boost our economyd thanks, Myria!

Over the winter break, | hosted the students and their
mentors at my home for a traditional Christmas Open House.
Khosi couldnét attend since
student who is attending school in the New England area. Itis
typical that the students travel to other states to visit other inter-
national students they met and befriended during their summer
orientation in Pennsylvania.

Since her arrival in the U.S. this summer, Khosi has ex-
perienced the typical adventures and misadventures of a 21-yr-
old far away from home for the first time. For those of us with
children of that age or young enough to remember those days,
you can recall the home sickness, anxiety, and frustration of ne-
gotiating a strange new environment. For example, Khosi discov-
ered she suffers from allergies to the flora and fauna of Tampa.
Her fear and mistrust of physicians (which is not uncommon) re-
sulted in her avoiding a docta
took hold. For winter break, Khosi wanted to see snow, so she
bought a one-way ticket to Boston and definitely got her filll Low
on funds, Khosi found herself stranded at the airport, frantically
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This spring, Khosi and her compatriots will appear in
Gasparilla parades, participat
visit Cape Canaveral, and go to the beach, among other activi-
ties. | plan to continue our lunch dates, weekend stays at my
home and, depending on funds, perhaps another shopping trip or
two!
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