Safeguards for Portable Electrical Appliances
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When using electrical appliances, basic safety precautions should always be followed.  Appliance manufacturers provide written procedures for the safe use of their appliances.  Their instructions should be read.  Safety precautions should be understood.  Strong emphasis should be given on the danger of using small electrical appliances in or near water. 

The National Safety Council, in their Supervisor's Safety Manual, 7th Edition,  recommend the following tips for reducing the risk of electrocution: 

· Install GFCI-protected receptacles in bathrooms, near kitchen sinks, outdoors, and in other areas near water or where wet or damp conditions may exist. 

· Always unplug and store appliances after using. 

· Do not use any electrical appliance while bathing. 

· Do not place or store appliances where they can fall or be pulled into a sink or tub. 

· Do not place or drop any appliance into water or any other liquid. 

· Do not reach for an appliance that has fallen into water.  Unplug the electrical cord immediately. 

To reduce the risk of burns, electrocution, fire, or injury: 

· Never leave an appliance unattended when it is plugged in. 

· Closely supervise an appliance used by, on, or near children or invalids. 

· Use the appliance only for its intended use as described in the manufacturer's manual.  Do not use attachments not recommended by the manufacturer. 

· Never operate an appliance if it has a damaged cord or plug, is not working properly, has been dropped or damaged, or has been immersed in water.  Return the appliance for examination and electrical or mechanical repair. 

· Keep the cord away from heated surfaces. 

· Never block the air openings of an appliance.  Keep the air openings free of lint, hair, paper, or other materials. 

· Never use appliances when you are drowsy. 

· Never drop or insert any object into any appliance opening. 

· Do not use an appliance where flammable liquid vapors or aerosol (spray) products are being used or where oxygen is being administered. 

· Do not attempt to repair appliances yourself.  Most small electrical appliances do not lend themselves to normal repair procedures. 

· Keep your appliance in a cool, dry place and out of the reach of children.  when handling or storing your unit, do not put any stress on the line cord and the point where it enters the unit.  Excessive stress could cause the cord to fray and break. 

· Never plug an appliance into a damaged receptacle or one that has a missing face plate. 

· Keep all electrical appliances away from hot tubs, bath tubs, circulating water tubs, sinks, and swimming pools. 
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