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Overview

IDS 2110, Connections, is an interdisciplinary course that allows students to synthesize
key components of their general education experience. Based on the selected topics
approach, the course builds upon the general education intended outcomes and the
cluster intended outcomes to summarize major points in the body of knowledge that
were acquired while students participated in the general education curriculum.

Sections in the course are designed by the instructors, and they may involve research,
the application of theoretical models, and/or the use of learned skills. The prerequisite
for students is that they must have completed at least 45 credit hours in the AA
program, including at least 25 hours of general education coursework with a minimum
grade of “C.”

Students receive a “satisfactory/unsatisfactory” in the Connections course, with the
passing grade being based upon participation and completion of the assignments. The
“satisfactory/unsatisfactory” is the only assessment at the individual student level
because the primary intent of the course is not to assess the individual student,
although students are expected to exit the course with advanced understanding of and
appreciation for their general education curriculum.

With regard to assessment, the primary intent of the Connections course is to be a
measure of the effectiveness of HCC’s general education program. Faculty who teach
Connections sections must address their overall student performance in the sections, as
described below.

General Instructions

Develop a concept and notify your dean that you wish to offer a section.

2. From the list of general education outcome statements and cluster outcome
statements (attached), identify a minimum of three general education outcomes
and the applicable cluster outcomes that will provide the framework for your

section. _

3. Include the general education and cluster outcome statements on the course
syllabus.

4. Submit copies of the course syllabus to your campus academic dean and the

General Education Assessment Committee (via the Director of Associate in Arts)




10.

Develop an assessment plan that will indicate how you will assess the overall
performance of students and indicate that they are meeting each of the intended
outcomes of the course.

The instructor will submit a completed course proposal form (containing the
information detailed in items #1 — 5) to the General Education Assessment
Committee via their academic dean for course approval.

The instructor will assign and collect an essay (attached) that will be submitted to
the General Education Assessment Committee (via the Director of Associate in
Arts). The instructor is not required to grade this essay or to include it in their
assessment plan. The instructor has the option of incorporating this assignment
into their assessment plan.

The instructor should use the results of the assessment plan to complete the
rubric (attached). Submit the completed rubrics to the General Education
Assessment Committee (via the Director of Associate in Arts).

The instructor will complete a questionnaire relating to overall student
performance, including the number of students who failed to complete the term
with possible explanations for the lack of completion, the level of student
engagement and the general quality of their work.

Faculty members teaching the Connections sections are encouraged to provide a
summary narrative of their experience including any additional comments or
information considered to be useful. These narratives will provide valuable
qualitative information to the General Education Assessment Committee and will
help to provide a comprehensive report on the effectiveness of Hillsborough
Community College’s general education program.




HILLSBOROUGH

Community College B8

Appendix 1
General Education Outcome Statements

and Cluster Outcome Statements
August 2005

General Education Outcome: Students who complete the HCC general education
core curriculum should be able to demonstrate

1: their ability to think critically

2: their ability to express themselves clearly in written and oral communication

3: their ability to express themselves effectively in quantitative terms.

4: their understanding of and appreciation for the value and significance of culture

S: the scientific method of inquiry and the historical and contemporary impact of
science on daily life

6: their understanding of global, political, social, economic, and historical
perspectives

7: their ability to use technology to access, retrieve, process, and communicate
information

Cluster 1 (English/Communications): Students will demonstrate the ability to

1.a. communicate in standard American English, both in speech and in writing

Cluste
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think critically, showing original thought

synthesize and integrate information

read critically

organize a task and follow through to completion
research

apply the precepts of logic

attend, participate in, and contribute to group sessions

r 2 (Humanities/Fine Arts): Students will demonstrate the ability to

2.a. evaluate the various humanities and show their inter-relationships
2.b. relate the contributions of the various humanities' diverse populations to

2.C.

2.d.

2.e.

Cluste

societal institutions

research an area of humanities and gather information that helps evaluate a
question and explanation about that particular area or period

communicate an understanding of the terminology, concepts and key
personalities in the various humanities

discuss some of the key factors affecting relationships among cultures and
evaluate their relative efficacy

r 3 (Math): Students will demonstrate the ability to

3.a. utilize mathematical techniques and procedures in problem-solving activities.
3.b. recognize and use the words and symbols of mathematics

3.c.

utilize logical reasoning and critical thinking skills in analyzing mathematical
problems and models.




3.d. comprehend and draw appropriate inferences from numeric data in various
forms

Cluster 4 (Natural Sciences): Students will demonstrate the ability to
4.a. utilize logical reasoning and critical thinking skills in analyzing scientific
problems and models
4.b. use and understand the scientific method of inquiry
4.c. provide examples of how scientific knowledge affects and changes our lives.
4.d. distinguish between ideas constructed using scientific methodology and ideas
with a pseudo-science basis

Cluster 5 (Behavioral Sciences): Students will demonstrate the ability to

S.a. communicate an understanding of the vocabulary, concepts, key personalities,
and various approaches to the study of human behavior in the behavioral
sciences

5.b. communicate an understanding of the relative contributions of biological and
environmental factors affecting human behavior

5.c. discuss some of the key factors affecting relationships among cultures and
between generations and evaluate their relative efficacy

5.d. describe the impact of technology on individuals, groups, and cultures

5.f. discuss some of the future challenges faced by societies and individuals as we
enter the 21% century

Cluster 6 (History/Social Sciences): Students will demonstrate the ability to

6.a. evaluate the causes of past events and relate them to problems and issues of
today

6.b. relate the contributions of the United States' diverse populations to changing
our political, economic, and social institutions

6.c. relate their constitutional rights to real issues and events in American history

6.d. research an historical event and gather information that helps evaluate a
guestion and explanation about that event
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