Minutes:  QEP Steering Committee – March 24, 2006

Present:  Barbara Goldstein, Cindy Hewett, Craig Johnson (chairperson), Greg Miller, Val Mohanakumar, Barry Silber

The chair opened the meeting with a review of activities at the Tuesday, March 21, 2006 meeting, commenting on the QEP Institute, the marketing materials, the criteria for selection, the KSA/curriculum map, and the six courses selected for consideration.  During the conversation on the criteria, interest focused on the following statement from the previous meeting:  “Courses chosen for the gateway initiative should have identifiable subsequent courses for assessment purposes, though the lack of actual sequenced follow-up courses should not prohibit a course from selection.”  The committee decided that the wording was too limiting and might preclude choosing such courses as MAC 1105 and ENC 1102 since there were no specific subsequent courses attributed to them.  The following change in wording was proposed:  “Courses chosen for the gateway initiative should allow for methods of subsequent assessment, though the lack of actual sequenced follow-up courses should not prohibit a course from selection.”  The committee agreed to change the wording of criteria # 8 as proposed.

Discussion then centered on making the final selection of the first two courses for the Gateway Initiative.  The limited number of faculty in the accounting, economics and chemistry classes was noted.  While small numbers of faculty should not prohibit a course from being selected as a gateway course, the committee felt that the first two pilot classes should involve larger numbers of faculty as potential participants.  There was some discussion of the potential difficulty involved with assessing ENC 1102 since the majority of the grading in the course is subjective grading of essays.  Assessment could be done, but it would possibly involve the development of rubrics or other such tools in order to add an empirical element into the assessment.  The committee felt that ENC 1102 would possibly be a better course to select once there was a bit more experience with learning outcomes assessment.  On a positive note, the committee discussed the large number of AS and AAS programs that listed MAC 1105 and PSY 2012 as program requirements.  Both also served as potential gateway courses for some of the more heavily enrolled programs in the SUS into which HCC students transfer.  

There was some discussion of MAC 1033 as a possible choice instead of MAC 1105 because a majority of students taking College Algebra and Liberal Arts Math have to take 1033 first.  It was noted that MAC 1033 was already a course being utilized in the Lumina Grant which is covered in criteria #6 (see list below).  It was also noted that the numbers of students enrolled in MAC 1033 and MAC 1105 were similar – 4,645 and 4,229 respectively for the 2004 reporting year.

Following the discussion, MAC 1105 and PSY 2012 were proposed for the first two courses in the Gateway Initiative.  The committee voted to support the proposal.  The chair indicated that he would send out an email notification to the college on Monday, March 27, 2006 and notify the math and psychology faculty of their need to attend the April 7th institute.

