
To:  Hillsborough Community College Community

From:  Craig R. Johnson, Chairperson of the QEP Steering Committee

Date:  March 27, 2006

Subject:  Initial Gateway Course Selections

I am pleased to announce on behalf of the QEP Steering Committee our selections for the first two Gateway Courses:  College Algebra (MAC 1105) and General Psychology (PSY 2012).  To make this selection, the committee relied heavily upon all the work of the college faculty involving the identification of essential college-level gateway knowledge, skills and abilities necessary for student success in the College’s programs and the subsequent mapping of that information into the curriculum.  We were extremely impressed by the amount of work accomplished and by the quality of the information that we received.   The committee is sincerely grateful for the work and help of all who participated.

These are just the first of many courses that will be a part of the “Got Class” Gateway Initiative over the next six years.  Our current plan calls for a total of fourteen courses to be a part of this initiative.  College Algebra and General Psychology will be our pilot courses.   To select them, the committee considered several different factors.  There will be a brief presentation on the criteria that led to the selection of these two courses at the Friday, March 31, 2006 Academic Forums to be held at the Plant City and Ybor Campuses.

On April 7, 2006, the College will host its first QEP Spring Institute, starting at 8:30 A.M.  at the Brandon Campus.  Dr. Joseph Hoey, Director of Assessment at Georgia Tech, will be the keynote speaker.  He will also work with the math and psychology faculty in later sessions to develop the actual student learning outcomes for these first two QEP course selections.  Developing the student learning outcomes and the strategies for assessing them will be an extremely important factor in determining the success of our plan, and all psychology and math faculty and their deans are strongly encouraged to attend the institute.  However, the opening session and other concurrent sessions on the methodology and implementation of our initiative to improve student learning outcomes in Gateway Courses will be open to all faculty and staff.  More information, including the agenda, will be emailed later this week.  

Again, I wish the thank everyone who has been involved in the development of our Quality Enhancement Plan, which includes a majority of the College’s faculty and staff.  The committee truly appreciates your efforts and looks forward to your continuing support.  

