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Results from QEP “skills” workshop:

 

Although we had initially intended to get a list of skills for each general education content area that would be useful in subsequent courses, the group soon found itself listing the same skills in different areas.  This brought about two important conclusions:

 

1.  that it should be a strategy that as part of each course there be some connection to other courses (ex:  a “guest speaker” English professor in a mathematics course who could explain the importance of learning to follow an algorithm to solve a problem much like there is a method for setting up a research paper) and 

 

2.  that we should give each cluster the same list of desired skills and they can find the course(s) that best cover them.  

 

Following are the skills brainstormed by about 12 attendees at Session I on All College Day last Friday.  I have reorganized the list here, but I still have the original sheets should you wish to review them.

 

·                    connections among courses 

·                    information literacy (evaluate the relevance, quality, utility and reliability of data and data sources)  data analysis

·                    how to integrate research with your own analysis

·                    the scientific method

·                    human diversity/demographics

·                    multiple perspectives

·                    change and diversity as a part of life

·                    relevance of past cultures on present

·                    culture and origins

·                    comparing/contrasting culture 

·                    critical thinking

·                    analytical skills: apply a set of rules

·                    read symbols

·                    logic (analysis, organization, and valid/false statements or arguments) and reasoning

·                    patterns

·                    mapping

·                    sequence:  building expansion (?)

·                    sets and subsets

·                    estimation

·                    read and draw conclusions from graphs

·                    order of operations (EXCEL)

·                    percentage/percentage change

·                    applications in context

·                    contextual awareness (know your market)

·                    how to read (math problems)

 

Those present came up with some thought provoking responses.  I am not sure how we will tie this to any one course, but at least we have a starting point.  Can I share this list with my math students to show them how we REALLY DO need and use math? 

 

